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Plalm 145. 9g. 


The Lord is good to all; and bis 


tender mercies are over all bis 


Works. 


SME H E Plalmiſt in the Text does 
> cxpreſly Afert and Diſplay 
> Gods goodneſs and tender 
SIS Mercies to all his Creatures : 
AAR Which Our Saviour inlarges. 
and improves, when he bids us - behold the - 
Fowls of the Air ; which though they Sow 
not, neither do they Reap, nor gather into 
Barns, yet are Fed by our Heavenly Father ; 
And then by putting the Queſtion, Are ye 
not much better than they ? does ſtrongly 
imply, that he will do at leaft as much for 
the {ypply of the wants and neceſſities of Men: 


with more to the fame purpoſe, which you 


| my find in the 6th. chap. of St. Matthew, and 


in ſeveral other places, which we need nor 


reckon up. | 
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For it is ſufficient for our preſent deſign 
( and we have ſufficient ground for ſuch de- 
ſign from our Text ) to make it good, that 
God has taken care of, and made ſufficient 
Proviſion for the Support and Maintenance of. 
all Men in the World, and particularly of the 
Poor and Needy, OS | 
In order to which we take notice in the | 
Firſt Place, and- in General, That God hath 
given the Earth to the Children of Men; and 
that we all ſtand bound to make good ſuch 
his Donation in the full extent and latitude 
of it: which is, that all the ſons of Men, to 
whom the gift is made, may be partakers of 
ſuch gifts. For your more full and compre- 
henſive underſtanding of which, I would de- 
fire you to take notice of theſe following Par- 
ticulars. 
Firſt, That God has given the Earth, that is 
the Uſe, Product, Fruits, and Profits of it to 
the Children of Men. This appears ( Firſt ) 
by matter of fa&t, becauſe we find Man ( who 
is the Creature of God as: well as the Ezrth 
is{o ) in the actual poſſeflion of ſuch Earth ; i 
and becauſe we alſo find him endowed with 
ſuch Powers and Faculties, that all other | 
things, which the Earth does produce, are 4 
in 
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in ſubjection to him, and at his diſpoſal. By 
which as it appears, that Man. is the Te- 
nant, and in actual poſlefſion of the Earth ; 
So, if it be but granted, that the Earth is the 
Lords and the fulneſs thereof ( which we ſhall 
at | yes take for granted, becauſe we take 
it for granted that he made ir) then the 
Concluſion is Eaſy and Natural, That Man's 
poſſeſſion of the Earth, and his Right and 
Fitle to ſuch poſſeſſion, comes from God, 


and that therefore God gave the Earth to Man. 


But if we ſhould fail in ſuch our way of 
Reaſoning ; yet we have a more full confir- 
mation of this Point, and that too by an ex- 
preſs Deed of Gift made to Man by God him- 
ſelf, when he bids him be Fruitful and Mul- 
tiply, and repleniſh the Earth, and ſubdue ir; 
And have dominion over the fiſh of the ſea, and 
over the fowl of the air, and over every living 
thing, that moveth upon the earth ; with more to 
the ſame purpoſe recorded in the beginning of 
Geneſis. And purſuant hereunto the P/almi/t 
tells us, in the 115. P/al. and v. 16. That God 
hath given the earth to the children of men. Now 
a Deed: of Gift from God, and that recorded 
by God himſelf, muſt-needs be good; and 


therefore withour any more to. do, we ſhall 
conclude 


I 
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conclude in general, That God gavethe Earth, 
that is, ( as we ſaid before ) the Uſe, Pro- 
duct, Fruits and Profits of it, to Man. 
Secondly, I would have you conſider, that 
when God gave the Earth to Man, he did not 
give it to this Man, or to that Man, excluſive 
of all the reſt; but that he gave it to Mankind 
in general, and that by ſo doing he gave it - 
to every Man whom he ſhould at any time 
make to dwell upon the face of it. And this 
is notorious , becauſe he has Created every 
particular Man with ſuch natural wants which 
muſt be ſupplied from. the Earth ; Thd be- 
cauſe he has furniſhed the Earth with ſuch a 
\ pe of Proviſions, as are abundantly 
ufficient for all the Men in it. Now, where 
the Wants of all are Created by Him, who 
Creates the Supplies ; and where the Supplies are 
ſufficient to anſwer to ſuch Wants ; there the 
bare donation of ſuch- Supplies is a ſufficienc 
Argument of the extent on {ch Donation : that 
is, it proves, that ſuch Donation was deſigned 
and intended to all. There is therefore no 
doubt, but that every Man in the Earth has 
a Right and Title to ſo much of the Fruits 


and Products of it, -as may be ſufficient for 


the ſupply of his Natural Wants, and thac 
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roo by the tenor of that general Charter by 
which God gave the Earth to the Children of 
Men. 

Thirdly, God has by the Inabilities and Diſ- 
appointments, or Providential defeats of many 
Men, put it out of their power to gain to them- 
ſelves the Poſſeſſion of ſuch their Right and Title 
before they have it ; or torecover ſuch their Pol- 
ſeflion when they have loft it. For though he 
has in general given every Man a Right to lo 
much as his Natural Wants require; yet he has 
not by any particular Aſſignment allottedto every 
Man ſuch a ſeparate Portion of thoſe things 
which ſhall Anſwer to ſuch Wants; but has letc 
ſuch diviſion to be made by every Man's Wir, 
Parts, Power, or Induſtry, by Humane Laws, 
or by his own particular and over-ruling Provi- 
dences. By which perhaps it may ſeem art pre- 
ſent, that his general Grant, asroſuch Men, is 
of no Uſe or Benefit. For what benefit can it be 
to any Man, thathe has a Right to have his Na- 
tural Wants ſupplied, when by reaſon of Inabi- 
licy, Diſappointments or Providential Defeats, 
he cannot obtain the afual Poſſeſſion of ſuch his 
| Right, and fo his Wants are ſtill continued ? 1 
would deſire you therefore to conſider in the 

Fourth Place, That God to make good his ge- 
neral Donation in the-full Extent and a” 
B 0 
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of it, that is, ſo that ir may reach the Caſe of 
every particular Man, has ordained his Law of 
Love and Charity. Now by ſuch his Law his 
Wiſdom has ſo contrived things, that thoſe Na- 
tural Wants of any pareicular Men, that cannot 
be ſupplied by themſelves, ſhall be ſupplied by 
others ; and {o what we do not receive immedi- 
ately from the Fountain, we ſhall derive from the 
Stream. And though things may to inconſide- 
rate People ſeem to have been! better ordered, 
had God in the diviſton of the Fruits and Profits 
of the Earth allotted to every particular Man the 
Poſſeſſion of his own Portion, and fo had pur his 
neceflary Proviſions and Supplies in his own 
Hand, and by conſequence in his own Power : 
Yet it muſt be confeſfed, that fuch an Imagi- 
nation. comes from a ſhort-fightedneſs in the 
Wiſdom of the Divine Providence ; becaufe it 
is Notorious, that that Wiſdom has by ſych an 
unequal diſtribution of the good things-of this 
World ſo ordered Afﬀairs, as to provide, that 
Goodneſs, Mercy, and Charity may be mixed with 
the Plenty of thoſe that abound ; and that Gra- 
titude, Humility, and Patience; may be mixed with 
the Poverty of thoſe that want; and that by 
that means he has made proviſion for the Souls, 
as well as the Bodies of both. And it muſt be 
eonfeſled ftill further, that ſuch a comprehenſive 


proviſion. 
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rovilion 1s worthy the Love and Bounty of a 


God, and ( when things are rightly conſidered ) 
of his Wiſdom too. For from this unequal di- 
ſribution of his Bleſſings ariſes thac Regular and 
Beautiful Subordination. in Mankind , from 
which all Governments whatſoever, and all the 
Bleſſings of ſuch Governments do flow: And fo, 
what Inconſiderate men may think an Hardſhip to 
fome, a prudent examination of the matter will 


pronounce to be a Bleſſing to all, becauſe an Uni- 


verſal Harmony is the happy Reſult of the par- 
ticular Varieties and Inequalities. 

And what is thus true ofthe unequal diſtribu- 
tions of Wealth among the Children of Men, 


will be found to be ſo alfo of all other the un- _ 


equal;Diſtributioas of any other Endowments 
that come from the Supreme and Univerſal Be- 
nefactor. For though he may give more Wil- 
dom, or more Power, or more Favour and In- 
tereſt roone Man than to another ; yet his Law 
of Love and Charity makes a good compenla- 
tion for ſuch Incqualicy ; becaule by that Law he 
requires and expects, as he gives ſuch Bleſſings 
only to ſome men, 1o that they ſhould communi- 
cate ſome of the Advantages of them, to others; 
and that by ſuch Communications a Mutual Inter- 
courle and Friendly Correſpondence, and all 


the Bleflings of ſuch Correſpondence and Inter- 
B 2 courſe 
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courſe ſhould be maintained among Mankind. 

Now in order to bring what we have hitherto 
offered, to our preſent purpoſe and deſign, I would 
firſt take notice, Thatas all thoſe things in which 
our Wealth does or -can conſiſt, are confeſledly 
made by God ( for to a ſober and underſtanding 
Conſideration, all the Produftions of Nature are 
| the effefts of Omnipotence) ſo all our Perſonal En- 
dowments, Powers and Faculties, by which we 
obtain Power and Intereſt, or are enabled for 
any other Uſeful and Beneficial purpoſes, do 
come from God allo. For it is certain, that 
we can no more make our own Powers and Fa- 
culties, than we can make Our ſelves. 

This Remark then being lefr in the way to 
make clear and plain what is to follow, we do to 
our preſent purpoſe and main deſign lay it down 
in the Firſt place, That every Man 1s in Juſtice 
and Equity bound by the bare acceptance of any 
Donation whatſoever, to make good thoſe Conditi- 
ons upon which ſuch Donation is made. For the 
Conditions being ſo annexed to the Deed of Gift, 
as to be made a part of it; it is not left in his 
power to accept the one, and refuſe the other. And 
therefore in all ſuch caſes, if he do not accept the 
Conditions with the Deed, it is as good as taken 
for granted by the common ſenſe of Mankind, 
that he does refuſe the Deed likewiſe, and fo the 

| - Deed 
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Deed does: of it ſelf become Void and Null. 
When therefore God has Inriched any Man with 
che bounties of Nature, or Endowed his Perſon 
with the Gifts of Nature z If he has by the Law 
of Love and Charity acquainted him, ( as moſt 
certainly ſo he has) that he has not” beſtowed 
theſe things upon him for his own ſake alone, 
bur that he expects from him, that by them he 
ſhall be Beneficial to others alſo ; Such a Law ſo 
limiting the Donation, does thereby become a 
Condition of ſuch Donation, and therefore to 
accept ſuch Donation, and yer to refufe the Perfor- 
mance of the Condition, is Baſe, Ingrateful, and Un- 
juſt. For with what Face can any Man accept all 
he has from God, and yet refuſe his Obedienceto 
God's Commands, which requires him our of that 
All to ſupply his Brothers neceſſary Wants? And 
how devoid muſt he be both of Gratitude and 
Juſtice, who when God beſtows upon him Ten 
Thouſand Talents, willnor, when God requires 
it, relieve his Brother with an Hundred Pence ? 
Or how can any Man anſwer it to his own Con- 
ſcience and Natural Modeſty (for all Men have 
ſome Modeſty from Nature, if they themſelves 
do not throw it off ) to deny to do a ſmall Kind- 
neſs to another at the (ollicitation of that Bene- 
factor from whom alone he has received hisAbun=- 
dance? Such a Denial is a flat Contradiction to- 


all 
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all Gratitude, as it relates to ſuch his BenefaFor ; 
as it is a flat ContradiQion to all Humanity, as ir 
relates to his Wanting Neighbour. For God by his 
Law of Love and Charity does require usto ſup- 
ply other Peoples Wants, chiefly and moſtly our of 
our Superfluities; very ſeldom, and but in few 
Caſes, out of our Conveniencies ; but in no Caſe 
whatſoever, out of our Neceſſities; In ſuch Caſes 
he leaves us to the Gratification of our Self-love, 
and* permits us to prefer our ſelves. And there- 
fore the baſeneſs of Uncharitableneſsis always at- 
rended with this ugly Circumſtance, That we 
will not comply with our God, thar is, with onr 
Greateſt, nay our only Benefactor, in ſuch Caſes 
inwhich our Compliance can be no poſlible Da- 
mape to our own Intereſt. By which it noro- 
riouſly appears, That as nor toComply with our 
God, even becauſe he is our God, is in the Caſe 
of Uncharitableneſs , rreligion ; and as not to 
comply with him, becauſe he is our BenefaFor, 
isin the ſame Caſe Ieratitude ; So, nottoCom- 
ply with him, in the ſame Caſe ſtill, when itis 
20 Prejudice to our Intereſt (as we have in ſhort 
ſhewed it cannor poſlibly be ) is Folly. And he, 
'who by his Uncharitableneſs can be content to 
Brand himſelf with Threeſuch Infamous Marks, 
may well be thought, as to have no Regard for 
God, or his Neighbour; {oallo tohave no Regard 
to his own Soul. | Bur 
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Bur further, to perſwade you to Love and 
Charity from the Conſideration we are at pre- 
ſent upon ; that is, as it has Regard to God, 
our greac Benefactor : I do add, in the 

Second place, That as every Man is in Juſtice 
and Equity bound by the bare acceptance of any 
Donation to, make good thoſe Conditions upon 
which the Donation was made ; ſo every Man 
is bound, and that more ſtrongly, not to employ 
any part of the Donation againſ# the Donor 
himſelf. 

| This I therefore add, becaufe it will by and 
by Spears That where Men will not beſtow 
their ſuperfluities for the Relief of their Neigh- 
bour's Neceſſities, there they do moſt commonly 
feeht againſt God with fuch their fuperfluities.. 
For we took notice juſt now, that God does not 
by the Law of Love and Charity take away any 
thing from our Neceſſaries.z that he does very 
ſeldom, and in ſome rare Caſes only pare away 
any thing by it from our Conveniencies ; and 
that therefore, generally ſpeaking, the Expences 
of our Charity is in a manner only charged up- 
on our ſuperfluitiess Now it can be neither Na-- 
ture, nor Reaſon, nor Religion, that can diſ- 
{wade or hinder Men from deducting a Charity 
out of their Superfluities. For all theſe three 


will of themſelves ſuggeſt co us, That what God 


has 
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has given us over and above, and to ſpare, be- 
yond our own convenient Supplies , Cannot be 
better imployed than for the neceſſary Supplies 
of other people; It muſt be then ſomethin 
elſe; and not only ſo, but alſo ſomething that is 
contrary to Nature, Reaſon, and Religion, that 
muſt perſwade people to divert their Superflui- 
ties from (o Noble and Beneficial an Uſe. And 
then, if we ftill go on, and enquire what that - 
ſomething is ; the Iſſue of the Enquiry will be, 
That it muſt be Vice and Wickedneſs. For no- 
thing but that can ever perſwade people to Act 
counter to Religion, Reaſon, and Nature. Now 
though this fin be ſometimes Covetoulnels, yet it 
is not always ſo; nay, it is not ſo for the moſt 
part. For many times when Covetouſneſs is the 
means to rake Superfluities together ; Yet even 
then Luxury, Pride, Wantonneſs, and Debauchery 
ſhall be the End of ſuch means. . But be it one, 
or be it tother; that is, let Men be Niggards 
of their Superfluities, either to gratify the cloſer 
Sin of Covetouſneſs, or the looſer Sins of Pride 
and Dehauchery ; yet in both Caſes they do not 
only withhold thoſe Superfluities from their ne- 
ceſlitous Brethren, and lo fin againſt God's Law 
of Love and Charity; But they do over and 
above diretly employ them againſt God him- 
felf, and ſo do by them cheriſh and foment that 
| ' Ces his 
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his enemy, which his Soul abhors, and that is 
Sin. For Covetouſneſs, as the Apoſtle tells us, Col. 


. 5. ts Idolgtry. And though Uncharitableneſs, 


arely as- ſuch, does break one of God's Laws ; 
yet when accompanied with Idolatry, it renounces 
his Perſon and Government ; that is, it thruſts him 
out of his Throne, and ſets up another in his 
ſtead. And fo, on the other ſide, when a man 
withholds his Superfluities from his neceſſitous 
Brother, that he may lay them out upon his 
Luſts:, he does not barely divert them from that 
Uſe, which God deſigns 3 but he does allo pervert 
them to that Uſe which God forbids : He does 
by. them not only not cheriſh God's friends , but 
he does' alſo. abet his enemies 3 and to make the 
crime look blacker ſtill; he does by them aber 
the enemy of him, from whom alone he receives 
them. © FoFTR 
. And if this Crime be ſo; heinous ; Then what 
| ſhall we ſay of the Sin-of thoſe Mea who em- 
ploy their Wealth, Power, Intereſt, or Parts, for 
the: oppreſſing and injuring of thole very People, 
for whoſe Relief and Comfort the: Abundance of 
ſuch things was beſtow'd .on .them |by God. 
Certainly as this Sin is direfed- point-blank 
againſt the deſign of ſuch his Donation ; ſo the 
guilt. of it muſt needs be enhanced and' aggravated 
by ſuch its direion, For it does, in fect, eurn 
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Bread into Poiſon ; and ſo makes the Means of 
Life to become the Inſtrument of Death.” Which 
ought to be well conſidered by all wealthy and 
potent Oppreſlors ; who, when God ſhall call 
them to it, will give but a very ill Account of 
their Stewardſhip : becauſe, when he ſhall take. 
the matter into his own hand, ( as he does all 
along in his Word afſure us he will ) their per- 
verting his deſigns of Mercy will give an Edge to 
the Executions of his Juſtice; and they ſhall there- 
fore have Judgment without Mercy, becauſe they 
turned the means of Mercy into thoſe of Oppret- 
ſion and Cruelty. if 

And thus I have in general laid before you 
our Obligations to Charity, taken from the Con- 
{ideration of God's general Grant, by which he 
gave the Earth to Man indefinitely ; that is, to 


| one Man, as well as another, and by conſe- 


quencetoevery Man ; and from his Law of Love 
and Charity, by which he makes good his gene- 
ral Grant to every Maa in particular, though the 
Diſtributions of his Providence are ſo unequal, 
that fome Men obtain no ſhare in it by ſuch 
diſtributions. For I thought ir proper, Firft to 
acquaint you-under what Obligations you are, to 
be Charitable , before I offer'd you any Inſtrufti- 


| ons to ConduF your Charity : For we ſhall be the 


more willing to learn how to praftiſe any Duty , 
' s by when 
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Swan. 


when once we are convinced, that the prafice of 


ſuch Duty is Neceſſary. And I :cannor bur - 


hope, that you will ſtill the more diligently ar- 
tend to, and the more carefully practiſe the In- 
ſtructions which are to follow, when I haveac- 
quainted you , That I received them from a Pub- 
lick Hand, and that upon that account they are 


the more likely tobe pertinent to the Buſineſs of 


the Day, and ſo the more proper to direct thar 
Charitable Deſign, which is the Occaſion of the 
reſent Solemnity.. | 
The Inſtructions then, which are. to follow, 
may (as I conceive) be ranged under Two Heads. 
Firſt, Such as concern thoſe who Receive 
the Charity, and Enjoy the Benefit of the ſeveral 
Hoſpitals : And : 
Secondly, Such who Manage ſuch Charity. 
And Firſt, They who- Receive the Charity 
and enjoy the Benefit of the ſeveral Hoſpitals, 


ought, 


Firſt, To Praiſe God, the Author and Giver 
of all Good Things, who has made Proviſion for 
their Neceſlities and Conveniencies in a more ex- 
traordinary way, than he has for others their fel- 
low Creatures. For ſome of thoſe others, are 
forced to' Toil and Labour to gain the Poſſeſſion 
of what they want, before they can poſlibly enjoy 


_ whatthey want; and ſo their Labyor wears away 
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A Sermon preach'd before _ 


as much of theirStrength and Life, as the Fruits of 
their Labour do Maintam; that is, they Labour 
and Toil that they may Live; and they Live that 
they may Toil and Labour: fo that though they 
Live by the Bounty of God , yet they do not Live 
without their ownCare andLabour beſides. Where- 
as moſt of thoſe people who {ubſilt by the Ho- 
ſpital-Charities, have the Benefit of their Mainte- 
nance without either the Care or Labour of Pro- 
viding ſuch Maintenance : For you cannot but 
know, that the Poor of Four Hoſpitals in. the 
Five, are in a manner wholly exempt from. all 
ſuch Labour and Care. By which means it 
comes to paſs, that they who are in the greateſ? 
Want, areatleſstroubleto ſupply ſuch their Wants, 
than thoſe that have the greateſt Wealth: and an 
Hoſpital-Lazar is exempt from all thoſe Cares 
which attend the Houſe-keeping of every Dives 
whatfoever. The thing has in it matter of ſome 
wonder, that people ſhould liveat more Eaſe up- 
on other Mens Eſtates, than other Men do upon. 
their own. But ſuch Wonders God can and has 
brought to pals; Deus illis buc otia fecit. And upon 
this account it becomes their more eſpecial Duty 
ro Praiſe God for his Bounty and Mercy to them. 
And this- their Duty is to be particularizd in 
the next place , by their praiſing him for theix 
Founders and Benefactors, and the Faithful Zing | 
ces, 


7 ET 


the Lord Mayor, &c. 


l——— 


ſtees,  Executors and» Adminiſtrators. of cither; 
of whom therefore they ought to entertain Ho- 
nourable Thoughts, and (as occaſion offers it lelf) 
ro make Honourable mention. For though all Bleſ- 
ſings whatſoever do originally come from God ; 
yet heis pleaſed to ſingle out ſome Perſons more 
eſpecially, and in ſome ſignal Caſes, whom he 
makes the Inſtruments of Conveying ſuch his Ble(- 
ſings to Men: And which is more and more to 
our purpoſe, to thoſe, whom he employs as ſuch 
his Inſtruments, he does not only allow but require 
an Honour to be paid in its due proportion, as 
well as to Himſelf. Thus becauſe our being is 
his. Firſt and great Bleſſing to us, and that with- 
out which we ſhould nor be in a capacity of re-. 
ceiving any other Bleſſing from him ; and becauſe 
he does byour Parents beſtow this great Bleſſing 
upon us; therefore he does, - and that too by his 
Law, require, that we pay the Firſt and greatelt 
Honour to our Parents : And therefore we.know, 
that in thoſe Laws of his, which concern our Duty 
to Mankind, he has Allotted the Firſt place to 
that Duty and Honour which we owe to our Pa. 
rents. And as our Firſt. Duty.is owing to our 
Parents, becauſe from them we receive the Firſt 
and greateſt Bleſing, our Being; lo the next Duty 
is owing to ſuch our Benefactors by whoſe Boun= 

ty we Subſiſt; that is, to whoſe Bounty we owethe 
CEL a Conti=- 
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Continuation: and Preſervation of our Being. All 
thoſe therefore, who' are partakers of-the Chari- 
ties of the Hoſpitals, are bound to Praiſe God for 
their Founders and Benefaftors, becauſe by their 
Bounty their Being is preſerved and continued, 
And if I mightbe allowed tooffer my DireCtions 
in the Caſe, Tſhould think it adviſable, That the 
Governours of each Hoſpical ſhould ſer apart 
ſome Days, or at leaſt One in every Year, in 
in which all the Poor in their ReſpeCtive Hoſpi- 


"tals, which are able fo ro do, ſhould be bound 


' under ſome Penalty to be Preſent at a publick 


and ſolemn Commemoration, ( more particularly 
of the Founders King Henry the 8th and King 
Edward the 6th) and at leaft at a general 
Thankſgiving offered up in Devout Praiſes for 
them and all cheir other Benefacors. 

And Thirdly, as thoſe, who are partakers of 
the Hoſpital-Charities -ought to Praiſe God for 
their Founders and Benefactors, whether Dead or 


Alive; fo ought they to Pray for ſuch their Bene- 


*t, 


factors and Governours which are now Living. 
For ſince their condition is ſuch, that they can 
makeno other requital to the one for their Bounty , 
nor to the other for their Love, Labour, and Care; 
they ought at leaſt corecommend the Recompence 
of ſuch Bounty, Labour, and Care, to the 
Throne of the Divine Grace ; thathe who has pur 
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It in their Hearts to do hima Service ſo Beneficial 
ro themſelves, may by their Devotions beengaged 
to Reward (uch their Service by his Gracious 
Hand. 

Foruthly, Asthey who are partakers of the Ho- 
fpital Charities ſhould praiſe God withtheir Hearts 
and Lips for ſuch his Mercy ; ſo ought they alſo 
ro do it with their Lives. For they who ſubſiſt 
by other Peoples Obedience ro Gods Laws ( as 


they molt certainly do who Sublift by other Peo- 


ples Charities) are for that Reaſon obliged in an 
extraordinary Meaſure not to break God Laws 
themſelves: And ſince if others had not obſerved his 
Commands, they themſelves muſt have Periſhed 
for want of Maintenance ; Ir is but Juſt and E- 
quitable if they do Periſh when they chem- 
ſelves negle& his Commands. | 

Shall I add here, That even Benefaors and 
-Governours themſelves ought in all the Inſtances 
hitherto mentioned to join with the reſpeive 
Poor inPraiſing God for the ſeveral Founders and 
Benefacors ? For weall ought to Praiſe God for 


Good and Pious Examples: They are good 


means of Grace, and lively Incentives to the like 
Pious and Religious Duries ; And they ought to 
praiſe God for what is Beneficial to their Souls, 
as muchas the Poor ought to praiſe him for what 
is Beneficial to their Bodies. | 
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One thing more I ſhall here add, and then 
ſhall proceed : - | 
And thar is this : I have here laid down the 
Duties of the Poor, who are partakers of the 
ſeveral Charities. Now perhaps, -though whar I 
have ſaid in the Caſe has been but little ; yerit S 
may therefore be thought troomuch, becaule moſt 
of thoſe Poor whom the Duties do concern, are 
not preſent; and ſo the DireQions and Exhorta- 
tations offered may be-rthought to-be. thrown 
away. Butthough they are not moſt'of them here ; 
_ yetlamwell affured, that they thathaye the Au- I 
chority and Inſpe&tion over them, are. And then 
I need but add, That as it is the Duty of the Poor to 
do what has been Taught; ſo it isthe Duty of their 
Governoursto take Care that they ſo do. And I 
muſt add, that this God expects of you, and 
' that therefore this is part + the Charge that 
youhavetaken upon you ; and therefore cannot, 
I am ſure, ought not to benegleted by you. For 
they who take care toRelieve Men's Bodies, have -- 
by that means alone-a mighty Power put into | 
their hands of regulating their-Manners ; becauſe 
they may bind them up to ſuch a regulation by 
that Nacural, Strong, and Mighty Tye, the love 
of themſelves. | ” "oF 
And ſo I have done with my Firſt Directions, 
that is DireCtions to thoſe who are Partkers of 
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The Second fort of DireCtions; follow, «which 
concern thoſe who take care of the 'Admiſtration 
of ſuch Charities. 

And ſuch Directions are of Two ſorts. 

Firſt, Such as concern the Governours of all the 
Hoſpitals in General. And | 

Secondly, Suchas concern the ReſpeRive Gover- 
nours.of Each Particular Hoſpital. 

TheDirections which concern the Governours 
of all the Hoſpitals in General, I ſhall from the In- 
ſtructions . that I have feceived' in the. Cale, .lay 
down in the following Order. | 


And Firſt, It will become every Goyernour toin- 


form himlelf well of the End and Deſign to which 
that Hoſpital, of which he is Goveradur, was at | 


Firſt Direfted and Intended. For he who keeps his 
Eye directed to. his End, will be the leſs likely to 
mils his wayto ſuch End. Now the beſt way co gain 
ſuch Information, will be to make himſelf acquaint- 
ed with the Charter. of his Hoſpital, and; with-the 
Prafices of the Firſt Governours in perſuance. of 
{ach Charter. For the Founders are in realor- to be 
ſuppoſed ro knew their own Deligns beſt ; andtheir 
Charters are.in reaſon to be ſuppoſed beſt toexpreſs 
ſuchtheir Knowledg ; and the Praiſes of the Fir/t 
Governours arc inreaſon to be ſuppoledto be moſt 
Plain and Simple, and to come up cloſeſt; ro: the 
Charters. | - of", 7463.90 
| D Secondly, 


Stemdlyy be would become every Governour to? 
have #particular and Hearty Aﬀectionto that fort 
of Charity, whoſe Management and CarShe takes 
upon him by being made a Governour, -.To this 
purpoſe a Charitable Man would do well zo exa-: 
mine his Heart, to what ſort of Charity theInclina- 
rionsof his Compaſſion do- moſtly and chiefly lead 
him. Forſome People are more tenderly touched 
by che tender Age, and helplefs Innocence of young 
Children: Others have a more ſenſible Compun- 
cion-or the Pains, Wants, and Miſerable, Conditi- 
on of the Sick, Imporent, and-Maimed; ſome Men 
have a great Averlation to Idjeneſs ;. and fome-an 
Horror and Deteſtation to Vice and Debauchery.. 
Other ſuch like Inclinations might be Named, bur 
theſe anſwer beſt-ro our preſent Purpoſe, and the: 
Time will not allow us to be Superfluous. To our 
Purpoſe then: Common Senſe will tell us, chat a- 
Zeal againſt: Fice and 'Hleneſs will beft qualify a 
Man (whenever he'has a fair occaſton-offer'd him ) 
to endeavour to Reclaim ſuch People whoare guilty 
of them ; and that therefore he is the more likely to 
make a good Governour in that Hoſpital which is- 
defagnedfor that purpoſe. Fer cyery Man will pur- 
ſue that deſign with an Hearty. Zeal, ro which his 


peculiar and: Natural Ticlinations lead him; and in 


fuch-a Caſe he wilt hardly grow weary in Well- 
doing. And he, whocan deſign Good, and do Good,. 


and. 
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is the likeheft-Man in 


1muſt add {for ſpeak ro Chriſtians) That as he is 
. - themoſt likely to doit in Natere, {o infuchhis.do- 
.- ings he is ſure to have the/gracious 4/itance of the 
God of Nature: and thenwhena Man is animated 
fo the proſecution of his Pious-Enterpriſe, not only 
by 'his Þiclmations but by his Faub, we may pro- 
miſe our ſelves 3smuch ſecuricy of Succels, ascanin 
any Caſe be expectedfrom Humane Undertakings. 
And therefore, if every Governour had an hearty 
AﬀeCtion for the/Chariry of chat Hoſpical ro which 
he belongs, we might here break -off, for there 
-would'be no need of farther DireCtions. Burt be- 
cauſe we are all Men, and all Menhave their Fail- 
ings; therefore let me add in rhe | 
ThirdPlace, That it would become every.Go- 
vernour- to remember. now and then, that he is a 
Governour,-andthat bybeing ſo, he is engaged in 
ſuch buſineſs which concernshis Government. For 
a Governour of an- Hoſpital (whatever may be 
thought by ſome Men to the contrary ) is ſome- 
_ thing more than a mere Title. The Care is great, 
forſo isthe Family that isro/beccared for: Andevery 
Man who has a ſhare inthe Elonowr, (for all Cha- 
ritabe Undertakeings are Honourable) ſhould have 
his ſhare mthe Burthen'to: Nor that think, thar 
every Governour is to- atrend every: buſinels of his 
£7, D 2 Hoſpital - 
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Hoſpital \ Thar would hinder his own Buſineſsand 


the buſineſs of the.Charity too ; For moſt Bulinefles 


are rather retarded that pur forward by the, multi- 
tude of Managers. But thus much Diligence I think 
may be truly reckon'd the Dury of evcryGovernour, 
That whenever the CommonPrudence ſhall Diſtrj- 
bure or Allot ſeveralBuſineſlesto ſeveral Combina- 
tions'of Governours , each Governour. ought ſofar 
ro/concern himſelfin that Buſineſs which falls wich- 


in his Lot, as to take: care- that ic do not. Miſ- 


carry by his Defaulc ;; and this he ought ſo much 
the rather to.do, if he have antegedencly given his 
Conſent ro be charged among others, or {ingly 


and by himſelf, with ſuch Buſineſs. And Itherefore 


add his own Conſent, becauſe as Iam ſatisfied thar 
the generality of any Set of Governours will not 
without his own conſent Imperiouſly Impoſe any 


Buſineſs upon any one or more of their Brethren; ſo.I 
am loathro believe, that any Governour, will wile - 


fully decline any Buſineſs that ſhall be propoled to 
his Care and Management, without offering ſome 
plauſible, or at beſt probable Excuſe for ſuch his 
Refuſal. And (if I may be permitted ro offer my 
opinion inthe Cafe) I muit freely contels, that Ithink 


it not only Commendable, but Juſt, thatthat Gover- 


nour who-frequently. Refuſes ro concern himſelf in 
the buſinefles of the Charity, or who in a manner 
conſtantly Abſents himſelf from ſuch. Buſineſs 4d 

| ay, 
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ſay, Ithink; that ſuch a Governour ought of his own 
accord to make a compenſation to the Charity, by 

the. Bounty of his Purſe for the NegleF of his Care : 

- For Bounty promotes the end and deſign of the 
Charity, as well as Induſtry: And as the Charity 
would be thrown away, if there were none to Mz- 

nage itz ſo there would be no Charity to be Ma- 
naged, it there were none to'Beſtow it. I do no: 

pretend to compare the Two forts of Charity. 

They are both in their Kind Noble and Grear, 

29 and there-is ſuch a thing as'a Labour' of Love; as 

well as a Bounty of Charity. And I know ver 

well, that God has conftantly raifed'up ſome Noble 

Spirits among -you, who . have Honourably dif- 

charged both Charities. Bur this, |I think, 'T may 

adventure to ſay, That he who takes'care neithet 

of the one Charity, nor the other, does in Reaſon 

| and Chriſtianity Forfeit the Title of a Governour, 

. though he may ſtill Retain. it by, che Candey of thoſe 

: who: really are-for 1b 

_ » . Fourthly, Itdoesbecome every Governour to dif- 

| chargethe Truft:(which he has caken upon him by 

| accepting the Title and Office ofaGoy'ernour) with 
mcerity, Thar is, no man'under the pretence of 

Charity, ſhould cover any felf or ſiniſter Deſign 

| that may. be prejucial to that Charity in- particular , 

& x or-to Juſtice and common Honeſty'in gereral. For it is: 
poſſible that a man may pretend:to affiſt rhe Cha-' 
rity, 
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K is-oaly to advantage 
dit is-pelible, that-a man may really 
promote the Charity, *Þypbeing injurious and vacha.. 
Titable co orher men. Buttas1-do-nor, fo wiſh 
I could not offer any Inſtances to make it good, thar 
ſuch practices-as theſe are more than-poſſibilities. 
Bur-every man's own heart can beſt acquainthim 
with his ownſincerity. However, "becauſe rhe 
heart is deceitful above all things, it may'prove a 
good means to-ſecure your fincerity, if you pro- 
pole to your imiration-ſuch the Practices: of your 
Predeceſſors , or Cotemporaries , as by a:general 
Conſent have obtained the approbation of Good 
-and Wiſe-men, and whoſe Memories will always 
be preſerved freſhand-ſweet inſuch Regiſters which 
-{hall convey them down to Poſterity. _ 
Laſtly, Becauſe we are all mortal (but it is ho- 
ped that the Hoſpitals are not ſo) ; therefore it will 
become you, the preſent Governours ro take care, 
thar the Charities ſhall never want ſuch .Gover- 
nours; and theway.to make ſuchyourCare ſucceſs- 
tul, is by a.comtinual-choice 'of New Governors. For 
ing /uccgfio of-more and other Gover- 
ivalegt to an cycrlaſting conting- 
: Abd they who chuſe good'and 
o:.take care of the future manage- 
larities, do: by-o doing lay wp ſuch 


ole Charities, which. 


will 


exrenſive 
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od Works will follow: you for your 
own edn, yer ltay be you ker che com- 
forr of the Poor, Now-what Perſons you oughr ro 


c>buſe, you may beſt know by-knowing whar Per- 
ſons you ought*to be your 


elves : Fi therefore 


while I have offered' you Inſtructions in the one- 
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may well be underſtood to-have done fo ith 
Berk Ong ſo ſhall add no more in this Place;'bur 
enly, Thar I am informed, and I am fare ir is fic 
thac you ſhould be fo roo, That by Ancient Cu- 
tom, (though of late years grown our of uſe) che 
Govyernours wy; the Hol itals uſed re'be choſen An-- 
nually upon'St. Mathew” day. And certainly ic muſt 
be ſome" great and-folermy Bufineſs, upon which 
the Governours of all. che Hoſpitals: ſhoul this Day 
meer together; and it _ Hh; probable ,. char har 
Worthy Gentleman Mr. John Bankes ewhoſe Name . 


we mention with honour and reſpect Y did make 


an Annual proviſion for Prayers , for a: Sermion,,. 
and for the Attendance of che Church-Officers, chat 
ſo ſo greara Work might not be undertaken with-- 
out pious Deyotions, and pious F- tructions ; che: 
one to beg God's bteſlings upon you; the other 
to: give Inſtructions to- yall tor Jour faihful and: 


pious Performance of ſuch Work 
And = fr the _ he agingAo great and 
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